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SUBJECT: NEW CONSULATES: SOVIET PURCHASE OF PROPERTY IN 
NEW YORK 

1. KOMPLEKTOV, FIRST DEPUTY CHIEF MFA USA DIVISION, TELEPHONED 
CHARGE' TODAY TO REQUEST THAT MESSAGE BE RELAYED TO DEPARTMENT 
URGENTLY REQUESTING THAT PERMISSION BE GRANTED TO SOVIET 
EMBASSY TO EXERCISE OPTION TO PURCHASE CONGEN PROPERTY IN 

NEW YORK BEFORE OPTION EXPIRES JUNE 15. HE SAID THAT PROPERTY 
HAD NOW BEEN OFFERED IN KIEV WHICH SHOULD MEET OUR NEEDS FOR 
OFFICE BUILDING AND RESIDENCE, AND SOVIETS WILLING TO ASSURE 
THAT WHATEVER PROPERTY WE SELECT WILL BE MODIFIED PROMPTLY 
TO SUIT OUR REQUIREMENTS. UNDER THESE CONDITIONS, MINISTRY 
WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND FAILURE OF DEPARTMENT TO ALLOW SOVIET 
EMBASSY TO EXERCISE OPTION WHICH EXPIRES SUNDAY. INDEED, 

IF PROPERTY SHOULD BE LOST BECAUSE OF DEPARTMENT S REFUSAL 
TO GRANT APPROVAL, "IMPLICATIONS FOR AGREEMENT ON ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF CONSULATES IN NEW YORK AND KIEV WOULD BE MOST SERIOUS." 
AND IN ANY CASE, PROPERTY OFFERS IN KIEV WOULD NO LONGER BE 
CONSIDERED VALID. 

2. CHARGE' TOLD KOMPLEKTOV THAT HIS STATEMENT WOULD BE 
TRANSMITTED PROMPTLY TO DEPARTMENT. HE POINTED OUT, 

HOWEVER, THAT WE HAVE NOT IN FACT DETERMINED WHETHER THE 
PROPERTIES OFFERED IN KIEV WILL BE ACCEPTABLE TO US. 
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FIRST SHOWN, BUT AN INSPECTION BY QUALIFIED SPECIALISTS 
WILL BE NECESSARY BEFORE A DETERMINATION CAN BE MADE. 

CHARGE' ALSO OBSERVED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD DEPARTMENT IS 
IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH SOVIET EMBASSY ON THIS MATTER AND THAT 
HE CERTAIN THAT EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO FIND SOLUTION 
CONSISTENT WITH RECIPROCITY. GIVEN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, 

WHICH INCLUDE SOVIET SLOWNESS IN FINDING PROPERTY IN KIEV 
EVEN REMOTELY IN ACCORD WITH OUR REQUIREMENTS AND FACT THAT 
US HAS NOT RESORTED TO TIME DEADLINES AND ULTIMATA, HE 
CONSIDERED IMPLICIT THREAT IN KOMPLEKTOV'S STATEMENT 
UNWARRANTED AND LIKELY TO BE UNHELPFUL. U.S. IS OBVIOUSLY 
NOT TO BLAME IF SOVIET EMBASSY SIGNED OPTION IN PRIVATE 
REAL ESTATE MARKET BEFORE SOVIET GOVERNMENT WAS IN POSITION 
TO OFFER PROPERTY MEETING OUR REQUIREMENTS IN KIEV. 

3. CONVERSATION ENDED WITH BOTH EXPRESSING HOPE THAT 
MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY SOLUTION COULD BE FOUND. 

MATLOCK 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CONSULATES, REAL PROPERTY ACQUISITION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 13 JUN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975MOSCOW08240 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750206-0895 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750653/aaaabvsq.tel 

Line Count: 79 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 JUN 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <28 OCT 2003 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NEW CONSULATES: SOVIET PURCHASE OF PROPERTY IN NEW YORK 
TAGS: PFOR, CGEN, PDIP, UR, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



